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footsteps of his august father, who actually disliked the
German ruler, with his weakness for stage effects and spec-
tacular splurges. Emperor Nicholas' antipathy to William
was further complicated by a feeling of personal rivalry.
His Majesty could not help feeling that in the opinion of
Russia and of the world the German ruler stood higher
than himself. Even in appearance William was more of an
emperor than he, Nicholas. Given His Majesty's some-
what excessive self-esteem, this could not but be a thorn in
his flesh. After the first meeting of the two Emperors, I
recall, there appeared picture postal cards which repre-
sented the two rulers in a friendly pose. William's arm
rested on his Majesty's shoulder as if embracing him, and
as Emperor Nicholas barely reached up to William's shoul-
der, the latter's arm stretched slightly downward. The
cards were immediately confiscated.
Another circumstance which fed His Majesty's antipathy
to Emperor William was the latter's attitude toward His
Majesty's brother-in-law, the Duke of Darmstadt, and also
toward the Empress. The Kaiser actually snubbed the
Duke, and he treated Her Majesty not as the Empress of
all the Russias, but as a petty German princess. In general,
Emperor William does not stand on ceremony with his
German relations. It is said that recently at the manoeu-
vres in the vicinity of Frankfort, he turned to the Duke of
Darmstadt who happened to- be nearby and remarked:
"You are very anxious, I know, to get the Black Eagle of
the first order. I will give it to you at once if you answer
the following question: 'When a Hussar mounts his horse,
which foot goes into the stirrup first?' "
In recent years, however, his attitude toward our Em-
press and her brother has undergone a substantial change,
for reasons which I shall presently point out. Some time
before the outbreak of the Russo-Japanese War, the "Ger-
man Chancellor Biilow and Germany's Ambassador to St*